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from Vermont, Senator Jim Jeffords,
and would place an emphasis on energy
efficient and healthy building environ-
ments.

In the opening weeks of this 110th
Congress we have seen a significant
focus on the future energy security and
environmental health of our Nation
and indeed the world. Much attention
has been paid to the issue of global cli-
mate change and it is my firm belief
that not only are the energy and envi-
ronmental challenges that we face
today varied, but that our solutions
must be multi-faceted. In order to
meet the rising demands of a growing
world population and its expanding
economies, we need to address the way
we create energy, conserve energy, and
preserve the environment.

Green Buildings are structures that
are designed and built with energy-effi-
cient and renewable materials to con-
serve energy and environmental re-
sources. These buildings last longer,
use less energy, and promote a
healthier environment for those who
may work or live in them. Green build-
ings have reduced electricity, heating,
and cooling requirements; use less
water; and may even use renewable
sources of water and electricity. Re-
cent volatility in energy costs and con-
straints on the electricity grid in much
of the U.S. have led developers to ex-
plore the potential economic benefits
of these efficient buildings as well. It is
my belief that green buildings will be-
come a significant contributor to
America’s energy conservation efforts
and that is why I am introducing this
bill today.

The proposal I offer today is one
small step in the right direction and
draws upon a bill approved by the Envi-
ronment and Public Works Committee
in 2006. The federal government is al-
ready setting an example in energy ef-
ficiency under the leadership of the
White House and Department of En-
ergy. This bill will take the next step
and create an office within the General
Services Administration (GSA) to over-
see green building initiatives within
the Federal Government and provide
support for information to State and
local governments as well as the pri-
vate sector. With almost 9,000 buildings
and 340 million square feet of space, the
GSA has the experience and expertise
to manage this effort for the Federal
Government. The Office of Green
Buildings at the GSA will be advised by
a Green Buildings Council to be com-
prised of Federal, State, local, and pri-
vate sector participants to establish
guidelines and create resources for pub-
lic and private builders across the
country. It is my hope that the use of
green buildings in the Federal real es-
tate portfolio will contribute to in-
creased health of the public, produc-
tivity of work, and conservation of en-
ergy.

While some portions of the private
sector have caught on to the many ben-
efits of green or ‘‘sustainable design,”
this bill’s establishment of grants
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through the Environmental Protection
Agency’s (EPA) to assist school sys-
tems in their school construction ef-
forts will bring these benefits to the
places our children spend so much of
their time and the facilities that con-
sume a significant amount of energy in
our communities. In addition to grants
to school systems, the bill would create
an indoor air quality program for Fed-
eral buildings, encourage incentives for
Federal agencies, and authorize re-
search and demonstration projects in
each of the four climatic regions of the
United States. The bill is modest in
scope, authorizing $50 million over 5
years to begin this most important ef-
fort in the Federal Government.

I know many of you share in my de-
sire to advance our Nation’s conserva-
tion agenda. Indeed, many have sup-
ported the efforts of our recently re-
tired colleague from Vermont and have
your own ideas. I look forward to work-
ing with my colleagues in the Senate
and on the Environment and Public
Works Committee as we move this pro-
posal forward. Green Buildings will be
a significant part of our country’s en-
ergy and environmental future and this
bill will help us in that effort.

By Ms. STABENOW (for herself
and Mr. LEVIN):

S. 490. A bill to provide for the return
of the Fresnel Lens to the lantern
room atop Presque Isle Light Station
Lighthouse, Michigan, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, I
rise today to introduce the Lester
Nichols Presque Isle Light Station Act
of 2007.

The Presque Isle Light Station Act
requires the return of the historic third
order Fresnel lens to the lighthouse in
Presque Isle, MI. The lens was removed
four years ago for restoration work,
but now it is time to replace it and pre-
serve the historic integrity of the beau-
tiful Presque Isle lighthouse.

Michigan has more lighthouses than
any other State. Not only are these
historic structures symbolic of our
maritime heritage, they are the heart
of Michigan’s coastal communities.
Lighthouses are a key part of the tour-
ist economy of many small Michigan
towns, and the historic character of
our lighthouses brings tourists from all
over the country. So it is imperative
that we protect, restore, and preserve
the Presque Isle lighthouse and all of
Michigan’s 120 lighthouses.

I am pleased to introduce this legis-
lation with Senator LEVIN. In the
House of Representatives, Congressman
STUPAK is the sponsor of a companion
bill. So the Michigan delegation is
united in our resolve to restore the
Fresnel lens to the Presque Isle light-
house for the enjoyment and education
of future generations.

Finally, I want to say a word about
the man for whom we have named this
bill: Lester Nichols. Without Les Nich-
ols’ dedication we would never have
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been able to restore Presque Isle’s
Fresnel lens. Last fall, Les lost his cou-
rageous battle against cancer. He was a
pillar of his community. He was pas-
sionate about the Presque Isle light-
house and he will be truly missed.
Naming this bill for him is the least we
can do to show our gratitude for all of
his work. And I hope that we will soon
be able to put the Fresnel lens back in
the lighthouse and give Les the victory
that he so wanted to see.

I urge all of my colleagues to support
this bill.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 69—RECOG-
NIZING THE AFRICAN-AMERICAN

SPIRITUAL AS A NATIONAL
TREASURE
Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr.

REID, Mr. COBURN, Mr. OBAMA, Mr.
DURBIN, Mr. BIDEN, Mr. LEVIN, Mr.
FEINGOLD, Mrs. DOLE, Mrs. CLINTON,

Mr. LAUTENBERG, and Mr. KENNEDY)
submitted the following resolution;
which was referred to the Committee
on the Judiciary:

S. RES. 69

Whereas since slavery was introduced into
the European colonies in 1619, enslaved Afri-
cans remained in bondage until the United
States ratified the 13th amendment to the
Constitution in 1865;

Whereas during that period in the history
of the United States, the first expression of
a unique American music was created by
enslaved African-Americans who—

(1) used their knowledge of the English lan-
guage and the Christian religious faith, as it
had been taught to them in the New World;
and

(2) stealthily wove within the music their
experience of coping with human servitude
and their strong desire to be free;

Whereas as a method of survival, enslaved
African-Americans who were forbidden to
speak their native languages, play musical
instruments they had used in Africa, or prac-
tice their traditional religious beliefs, relied
on their strong African oral tradition of
songs, stories, proverbs, and historical ac-
counts to create an original genre of music,
now known as spirituals;

Whereas Calvin Earl, a noted performer of,
and educator on, African-American spir-
ituals, remarked that the Christian lyrics
became a metaphor for freedom from slav-
ery, a secret way for slaves to ‘‘communicate
with each other, teach their children, record
their history, and heal their pain’’;

Whereas the New Jersey Historical Com-
mission found that ‘‘some of those daring
and artful runaway slaves who entered New
Jersey by way of the Underground Railroad
no doubt sang the words of old Negro spir-
ituals like ‘Steal Away’ before embarking on
their perilous journey north’’;

Whereas African-American spirituals
spread all over the United States, and the
songs we know of today may represent only
a small portion of the total number of spir-
ituals that once existed;

Whereas Frederick Douglass, a fugitive
slave who would become one of the leading
abolitionists in the United States, remarked
that spirituals ‘‘told a tale of woe which was
then altogether beyond my feeble com-
prehension; they were tones loud, long, and
deep; they breathed the prayer and com-
plaint of souls boiling over with the bitterest
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anguish. Every tone was a testimony against
slavery and a prayer to God for deliverance
from chains.”’; and

Whereas section 2(a)(1) of the American
Folklife Preservation Act (20 TU.S.C.
2101(a)(1)) states that ‘‘the diversity inherent
in American folklife has contributed greatly
to the cultural richness of the Nation and
has fostered a sense of individuality and
identity among the American people’’: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes that African-American spir-
ituals are a poignant and powerful genre of
music that have become one of the most sig-
nificant segments of American music in ex-
istence;

(2) expresses the deepest gratitude, rec-
ognition, and honor to the former enslaved
Africans in the United States for their gifts
to the Nation, including their original music
and oral history; and

(3) encourages the people of the United
States to reflect on the important contribu-
tion of African-American spirituals to
United States history and to recognize the
African-American spiritual as a national
treasure.

—————

SENATE RESOLUTION T0—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE THAT THE COMMANDER
OF MULTINATIONAL  FORCES-
IRAQ AND ALL UNITED STATES
PERSONNEL UNDER HIS COMMAN
SHOULD RECEIVE FROM CON-
GRESS THE FULL SUPPORT NEC-
ESSARY TO CARRY OUT THE

UNITED STATES MISSION IN
IRAQ
Mr. McCAIN (for himself, Mr.

LIEBERMAN, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. CORNYN,
Mrs. HUTCHISON, Mr. DOMENICI, Mr.
THUNE, Mr. HATCH, and Mr. ROBERTS)
submitted the following resolution;
which was referred to the Committee
on Foreign Relations:

S. REs. 70

Whereas more than 137,000 members of the
Armed Forces of the United States are cur-
rently serving in Iraq, like thousands of oth-
ers since March 2003, with the bravery and
professionalism consistent with the finest
traditions of the Armed Forces of the United
States, and deserve the support of all Ameri-
cans;

Whereas past mistakes in United States
strategy, aggression by various groups that
reject peace, and other difficulties have con-
tributed to a dire security situation in Iraq
characterized by insurgent activity and sec-
tarian violence;

Whereas a failed state in Iraq would
present a threat to regional and world peace,
and the long-term security interests of the
United States are best served by an Iraq that
can sustain, govern, and defend itself;

Whereas no amount of additional United
States forces in Iraq can effect this outcome
in Iraq unless the people and Government of
Iraq take difficult political steps toward rec-
onciliation;

Whereas the establishment of a basic level
of security in Baghdad and throughout Iraq
is an essential precondition for reconcili-
ation and political and economic progress in
Iraq;

Whereas these steps must include the ful-
fillment of military, political, and economic
commitments that the Government of Iraq
has made to the United States and to the
people of Iraq;
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Whereas Iraqi political leaders must show
visible progress toward meeting specific
benchmarks, including—

(1) deploying a significant number of new
Iraqi security forces to partner with United
States units in securing Baghdad;

(2) assuming responsibility for security in
all provinces in Iraq in a timely manner;

(3) disarming individual militias as cir-
cumstances warrant and ensuring that secu-
rity forces are accountable to the central
government and loyal to the constitution of
Iraq;

(4) ensuring equitable distribution of the
resources of the Government of Iraq without
regard to the sect or ethnicity of recipients;

(5) enacting and implementing legislation
to ensure that the oil resources of Iraq ben-
efit Sunni Arabs, Shia Arabs, Kurds, and
other Iraqi citizens in an equitable manner;

(6) building an effective, independent judi-
ciary that will uphold the rule of law and en-
sure equal protection under the law for all
citizens of Iraq;

(7) pursuing all those who engage in vio-
lence or threaten the security of the Iraqi
population, regardless of sect or political af-
filiation;

(8) enacting and implementing legislation
that reforms the de-Ba’athification process
in Iraq;

(9) conducting provincial elections in Iraq;

(10) ensuring a fair process for amending
the constitution of Iraq; and

(11) expending promised funds to provide
basic services and employment opportunities
for all Iraqis, including a $10,000,000,000 fund
for reconstruction, and ensuring that these
funds reach both Sunni and Shia areas, in-
cluding Sunni neighborhoods in Baghdad and
largely Sunni Anbar Province;

Whereas the United States Ambassador to
Iraq and the Commander of Multinational
Forces-Iraq should report each month to the
Senate on the progress being made by Iraqis
toward achieving the benchmarks specified
in the preceding clause and on their own
progress in achieving their missions in Iraq;

Whereas leaders in the Administration of
President George W. Bush and Congress have
made it clear to the Iraqi leadership that the
commitment of the United States in Iraq is
not open-ended and that, if the Government
of Iraq does not follow through on its prom-
ises, it will lose the support of its own people
and the people of the United States;

Whereas the moderate countries of the
Middle East, and other countries around the
world, have an interest in a successful con-
clusion to the war in Iraq and should in-
crease their constructive assistance toward
the achievement of this end;

Whereas over the past year, leaders in the
Administration of President George W. Bush
and Congress, as well as recognized experts
outside government, acknowledged that the
situation in Iraq was deteriorating and re-
quired a change in strategy; and

Whereas Lieutenant General David
Petraeus has been unanimously confirmed by
the Senate as the new Coalition commander
in Iraq and given the mission of imple-
menting a new strategy for Iraq designed to
bring security to Iraq and pave the way for
political and economic progress in Iraq: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that—

(1) Congress should ensure that General
David Petraeus, the Commander of Multi-
national Forces-Iraq, and all United States
personnel under his command, have the re-
sources they consider necessary to carry out
their mission on behalf of the United States
in Iraq; and

(2) the Government of Iraq must make visi-
ble, concrete progress toward meeting the
political, economic, and military bench-
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marks enumerated in the preamble to this
Resolution.

——————

SENATE RESOLUTION T1—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE
TRANSITIONAL FEDERAL GOV-
ERNMENT OF THE SOMALI RE-
PUBLIC

Mr. INHOFE submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on Foreign Relations:

S. REsS. 71

Whereas, after the collapse of the Somali
government in 1991, the main judicial system
in Somalia devolved into a system of sharia-
based Islamic courts, which have increased
their power to include security and enforce-
ment functions;

Whereas, in 2000, the courts consolidated to
form the Islamic Courts Union (ICU), which
came into conflict with secular warlords in
the capitol city of Mogadishu by asserting
its ever increasing power;

Whereas, the ICU is known to have links to
Al-Qaeda and has provided a safe haven for
members of Al-Qaeda;

Whereas, by June 2006, ICU forces con-
trolled Mogadishu and much of southern So-
malia, creating a potential haven for Islamic
terrorists;

Whereas, in 2004, the Transitional Federal
Government of the Somali Republic (TFG)
was formed in Kenya;

Whereas, in 2006, the TFG army joined
forces with the army of the Federal Demo-
cratic Republic of Ethiopia to sweep the ICU
from power and, after a string of swift mili-
tary victories, enter Mogadishu; and

Whereas, the current situation is still vola-
tile, creating a short window of opportunity
to positively affect Somalia’s stability and
future status:

Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that—

(1) the Senate expresses its support for the
Transitional Federal Government of the So-
mali Republic;

(2) the Senate recognizes Ethiopia, particu-
larly Prime Minister Meles, and Kenya for
the noble efforts aimed toward pursuing
peace in Somalia and support for the United
States in the War on Terror;

(3) the United States should support and
push efforts for serious multi-party talks
aimed at establishing a national unity gov-
ernment in Somalia;

(4) the United States should take several
measures, at an appropriate time, to pro-
mote stability;

(5) assistance from the United States will
better equip the TFG to face the challenges
of restoring peace to this war-torn country;

(6) the United States should promote for-
eign investment in Somalia and facilitate fi-
nancial and technical assistance to the TFG;
and

(7) the United States should aid the TFG
to—

(A) locate and free Somali-owned financial
assets throughout the world;

(B) solicit support from other friendly
countries; and

(C) encourage nongovernmental organiza-
tions to commit more resources and projects
to Somalia.

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, recent
events in Somalia have opened a
unique window of opportunity. The Is-
lamic Courts have been militarily de-
feated. However, the Ethiopian troops
that are currently maintaining order
have stated that they have no inten-
tion of remaining. There are reports of
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